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1981 1990 2000 2015 2030

1981 - 1990
International 
Drinking Water 
Supply and 
Sanitation Decade 
(IDWSSD)

1990 - 2000

2000 - 2015

2015 - 2030

2030 +

Equity & Foundations for 
MDG Targets

MDG Era – Target 7C

SDG Era – Universal, Safely 
Managed WASH

New Delhi Statement (1990):

shift to equity and basic services for all

World Summit for Children (1990): 

WASH linked to child survival and public 

health

Dublin & Rio (1992): 

IWRM, environmental focus, women’s 

roles, stronger water governance

Global Monitoring (1990 baseline): 

foundation for future MDG water & 

sanitation targets

MDG Target: Halve the population 
without safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation
2002 – WSSD (Johannesburg): 
Reaffirmed water and sanitation as global 
development priorities
2008 – International Year of Sanitation: 
Mobilized political commitment and 
public attention
2010 – UN Resolution: Human Right to 
Water and Sanitation formally recognized

Shift from basic/improved to 
universal, equitable WASH and ending 

open defecation
2017: First WHO/UNICEF JMP SDG 

baseline; introduction of safely 
managed sanitation

2018–2028: UN Decade “Water for 
Sustainable Development” advancing 

SDG 6

1st UN-led global Decade
improved drinking water for 1+ billion
Basic sanitation for millions
Exposed finance & capacity gaps
Path to New Delhi Statement (1990)

GLOBAL EVOLUTION OF WASH FROM IDWSSD TO SDGs: 45 YRS JOURNEY

NGO/R&D/Advocacy UN System Philanthropy



MISSION STARTED FROM BANGLADESH IN 2013



CWIS | A PUBLIC SERVICE SYSTEMS APPROACH - 2018



PARTNERSHIP WITH MDBs TO INCREASE INVESTMENTS in FSM AND CWIS

GF - $19 Million Grant



SANITATION JOURNEY IN BANGLADESH SINCE 2015



SANITATION JOURNEY IN INDIA SINCE 2014



MOVING FROM INFRASTRUCTURE TO CWIS | STATES OF INDIA  



PARTNER ECOSYSTEM IN INDIA | STRENGTHENING INSTITUTIONAL 
VOICES  



COLLABORATIVE EFFORT IN NEPAL - CWISAN



TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FRAMEWORK TO SUPPORT MDBs 
INVESTMENTS



SCALING REGULATORY MOMENTUM

Bangladesh initiates its Regulatory journey

Nepal’s Strides through Regulatory journey



BUILDING ACCOUNTABILITY| SOUTH ASIA’S 
DIGITALISATION JOURNEY



CWIS Planning Tool: Towards Inclusive Sanitation  



MAKING SANITATION WORKERS COUNT



MENTORING THE MENTORS & CHAMPIONS



SOUTH ASIA’S CAPACITY BUILDING AND KNOWLEDGE NETWORKS
Dasra anchoring the knowledge 
hub for good practices

GSGS India and India Chapters 
led by CEPT University and AIT 

CREA Launched a Centre for 
Inclusive WASH

NIUA is leading CB efforts as a Platform



EMBEDDING LEARNINGS IN ACADEMIA - GSGS



MOBILIZATION THROUGH MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATIONS



STRENGTHENING CIVIL SOCIETY NETWORK



• 1. Shift the mindset.
Stop obsessing over the funding gap — start focusing on the how. Money exists; we must tap into it 
differently.

• 2. Do “business as unusual.”
Leverage new technologies, AI, improved communication, and South–South collaboration to optimize 
existing resources.

• 3. Strengthen public sector capacity.
Support local governments and utilities with knowledge, systems, and accountability mechanisms — not just 
funds.

• 4. De-risk private sector investment.
Use blended finance, philanthropy, and public funds to encourage small, medium, and large enterprises to 
enter the WASH business.

• 5. Redefine the roles of academia and non-governmental actors (Academia, INGOs, NGOs, Private 
Sector, and Civil Society

• 6. Build structured South–South collaboration.
Turn dialogue into sustained, actionable partnerships across countries in the Global South.

• 7. Remember: The public sector is our boss. Work under their vision — but push for speed, 
accountability, and systemic change.

Call to Action: From Funding Gap to Action Gap



 “Let’s not worry about the $$ gap. Let’s close the action 
gap — together, now, with what we already have.”

THANK YOU ALL !!!!!



T. BENJThe Asian Institute of Technology 
Campus, Pathumthani, Thailand

WORLD TOILET
SUMMIT202617–19 November 2026

Safe Toilets. Reused Resources. Healthy Communities.

Be at the forefront of the 2026 Global Sanitation Agenda

T. BENJ

A Global Gathering for:

• Public Sector Architects: Leaders, Mayors, Ministers, and Regulators.

• Private Sector Innovators: Manufacturers and Real Estate & Urban Developers.

• Financial Catalysts: IFIs, Development Banks and Private Equity.

• Community Partners: Water Utilities and Civil Society Organisations.



∙ There was not a single city where we could demonstrate operational FSPT and the entire 
sanitation value chain.

∙ There was very weak capacity and understanding about the safe management of 
sanitation among development partners, sector players, and public officials.

∙ Sub-Saharan Africa was ahead on the FSM

∙ Unable to spend the funds that were already allocated.

∙ Coordination among development partners, both national and international, was poor.

∙ Institutions were fragmented, with no regulatory mechanisms or monitoring systems.

∙ There was limited investment in sanitation by development banks and a weak capacity in 
designing those investments.

∙ Great lessons to shape SDG indicators

Lessons Learned for Action! 


